Interference and the representation of events in memory.
Most current models of memory predict that the presence of increasingly well-learned, or strong, items in memory will cause increasing interference. This phenomenon, the list-strength effect, occurs as predicted when memory is tested by free recall but not when a recognition test is used. Four experiments use end-of-session testing to demonstrate that redistribution of storage time or effort from strong to weak items on mixed lists does not occur and therefore cannot be masking interference by strong items. Delay between study and test is found to cause memory loss independent of the basic list-strength findings. It is concluded that the presence of strong items in memory does not interfere with recognition performance and that interference is due to failures of retrieval rather than to composition or other forms of destructive interaction during storage.